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March 5, 1966 



• *^eo Sauvoge 
Le Figaro 

50 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, N.Y. 

Dear Mr, Sauvage, 

My ” information" that your book bad been contracted for came from ^oyoe Hartman at 
Houghton -Mil* flin. She 3a id it was Random House, viiich rather surprised mo because of 
my own experience there. No to discourage you, X have offered ray book to more than 
50 publishers. Of the more than half who have rood it, I hsvo yet to get o serious 
adverse comment. Almost all the dditors have gone out o' their way to disagree with 
their bosses, especially on the most common reason, that there is no interest in the 
subject and hence the book will not sell. X presume yours is a similar experience. We 
have been st the same place, both otgether and separately, as perhaps y;u hnve already 
learned. At one house, T was given to understand both books got editorial approval. 

Tho language used in the Washington ^oat in its too-brief reference to the Academy 
of forensic Sciences comment is almost owrd for wbrd what X used more than e year 
ago, which rather pleased me. The rest of the story mede it seem as though these 
comments v/ero in general agreement wish the Commission's conclusions. X would like 
sometimes to see the complete thing (as I would also like to see the writings of the 
Naahes, on which the New Leader has not answered me). 

Actually, tho treatment I got from Mohrt and Gollimerd was on oven greater blow to me, 
for in the two meetings I had with Mohrt X had formed sn unusually high opinion of 
him as a person. He really impressed me, so perhaps my disappointment at ray own defic- 
iencies in character determination ore involved. My own opinion is that something 
happened over which he had no control, and in this enolysis 1 have the support of 
several Frenchmen with whom I have discussed the matter and to whom I have hhown 
my file, I do regret it. But, again drawing upon ray own experience only, whatever 
hff 3 haoinen 9 d to the French publishing industry is not unique with it. Someday when 
we have a chance to talk these things over, I’ll tell you v/hot happened (or didn’t) 
to me with British, Germany end Italian houses and agents. The United States has no 
monopoly, alas, in the cowardice of its prosperous publishers. 

as of now, ray book has received editorial approval from tho two houses which ssy they 
are still considering it. The first, a smaller, claims to fear financial loss. The 
second says that after Qod knows how many readings (they even 83keci for g second copy 
to spaed this up before Christmas) they are having it read outside, for ’’professional 
advice” • X wonder what this is, for the subject is almost libol-proof, and when one 
restricts himself entirely to the official evidence, S3 I did, should be entirely 
immune. But all I can do is tfeit • 
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^our silence had disturbed me. Cn'^perhaps # ‘ half-doieh occasions 1 had sought without 

success ..to> reach* M.;« Chatel9in,:G.s recently i ea yesterday morning, when no one was in 
-»tHe * office What I. /feared was: that- -you* had -misunderstood my^letter =tor the-. New Leader. 
'^1 had" intended no disparagement. I was in a better position that you, ior I had no 
deadlines to meet, etc., and could devote full time to my researches. By the time 
ray book was finished ray wife and I had about 8,000 hours in it. Fortunately, from the 
time I was in college and worked on a morning newspaper at the same tine I hove been 
able to get along on little sleep, and I worked not less than 3.9 to 20 hours a day, 
sometimes getting no sleep at all, without suffering. Further, my wife had experience 
th8 tB enabled her to help me greatly while I was writing ( which took only four weeks 
of this time). So, I was able to complete my researches relative ly early and yet to 
cover, I believe, the major materials. 
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There are other things that interest me more, so a bo'k I project on the nonpublishing 
history of this one will probably remain! in tho back of my mind for a while, but 
I do think I may someday write "Dick Daring in the Hell-Box; or How 1 got Ric*J in 
Six ^ontha” . The first editor who read my book 3 aid thio should happen to me, that 
the book clubs should be fighting for it. The second said if his house did it their 
initial printing, would be 25,000 in hardback. The third said his house (which has 
done similar things in the post) would make this the best-selling bo~k of 1965. Etc. 

I ha vo the vraziest collection of letter fronypublishers, somo so Ridiculous that 
they gave^» as a reason^ for not reading tha book, tho fact that last fall thoro were 
going to bo four books published on the Dominican crisis. 

A rather large ■oercentage of the executive and senior editors, however, volunteered 
to act as my agent ( six would not consider tho subject) and introduced the booic to 
other publishers. As a " dess” , the editors have more conscience and courage, again 
from my experience. 

In my one-way correspondence with »lohrt and Galliraard, where the replies wore from 
the noor secretary of ^ohrt, who began osch o i her letters with In the absence oi 
Michel Mohrt. • •" , I was told Gallimsrd was going to publish a "similar” work last 
fall. My French contacts are few , but I have not been able to l9arn oi the appearance 
of such a book. I had presumed this was the Lane book, "introduced" by Sartre. Of it 
all 1 know is that it supposedly was contracted for by Boedley-Heod in hardback uni 
Penguin in paper. My information came from a nice person vfno claimed to have made 
the introduction to Bosdley— Head. I have heard nothing further, save thax there 
were misgivings about the contents, and supposedly a commission of historians wao 

working it over. 



Can you help me v/ith on unci o rs t i tiding of thisj At Parallax my book was rej© c t e d ^ 
because of the advice of a "knowledgeable" person, presumeably on the subject matter. 
There are very few of this description. I was specifically told fear was not factor. 
The advice came from an associate of a part-time editor. Have you any idea oi who 
this might have been? My interest relates to those force we have faced, not to 
Parallax. I wonder who pretends such knowledge and wields such influence, lu was my 
earlier understanding that tha book had gotten both editorial and legal approvals. 



Your comment on press burial of the subject matter is a reflection of the course par. 
I offered mine to two papers for syndication rights. The first, in ten weeks, read 
about six or seven percent of it. The second, in three months, read the book end 
could not and did not argue with it and professed respect for it, but said merely 
that it didn’t consider such a thing could happen. 
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Good luck, 
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